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THE new developments in immunisation, in chemotherapy and in diagnosis make the present a
most opportune time to attempt a fresh assessment of the problem of tuberculosis in all its aspects.
With 350,000 known cases in Great Britain tuberculosis affects the practice of nearly every branch
of medicine, and almost all practitioners wvill find much of interest and value in this symposium.
It would be unsatisfactory to catalogue the papers presented which are all authoritative and
which will appeal differently to different branches of practice. Articles on the social aspects include
one on the development and function of the chest clinic by B. R. Clarke of N.I.T.A. A paper of
great interest is contributed by A. Q. Wells and J. A. H. Wylie, and it is evident that the vole
bacillus must be seriously considered as possessing some considerable advantages over the B.C.G.
vaccinie. Articles on the basic pathology of tuberculosis are of necessity incomplete and speculative.
Therapeutic considerations are well covered, especially in an article on the clinical value of anti-
bacterial drugs by J. G. Scadding, who, as scientific editor, is responsible for the whole symposium.
The long term results of artificial pneumothorax are reviewed by A. F. Foster-Carter, and surgical
aspects are briefly discussed by H. R. S. Harley, and it is evident that data is still insufficient for
the assessment of the place of pultnonary resection in treatment.
This is undoubtedly one of the most generally interesting an(d valuable of a series of symposia
published by the Medical Department of the British Council, whiclh worthily present to the world
a British assessment of varied aspects of current medicine and medical science.
MEDICAL HISTIORY OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR: SURGERY. Edited
by Sir Zachary Cope, B.A., M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S. (Pp. xix + 772. 80s.)
London: H. M. Stationery Office, 1953.
Tiiis volume, costing £4, is said to cover the surgical problems of the 1939-45 wvar. It now appears
eight years after that time. The editorial committee is made up of representatives of the Admiralty,
War Office, Air Ministry, Departments of Health, Education, Pensions, and is composed of men,
none of whom saw any active service in this war. It has the fault of most books with multiple
authors, the chapters are unbalanced, each author tending to overstress tlle value of his own
speciality. One chapter has three separate editors dealing with anasthesia in the Navy, Army
and Air Force. One author would have been adequate, with mention made for the modifications
for each branch of the service. On the other hand, in this book of 750 pages no mention is made
of the surgical problems of the Burmah campaign and the 14th Army, with the improvisation of
operating theatres, evacuation, supplies, etc.
The chapters, on the whole, are well arranged, although towards the end some seem rather
uninecessary. The early chapters on wounds, transfusion, shock, blood, abdominal, thoracic injuries,
orthopaedic surgery, burns and plastic surgery are excellent. The chapter on neurosurgery is
written by Sir Zachary Cope, as also is blast and the atomic bomb, which is rather unexpected.
In some cases it was felt that some chapters could have been written by men wvho had actually
seen the problems in the forward area. For instance, the chapter on blood vessel surgery is written
by Sir James Learmonth; the chapter of life in the prison camp written by Julian Taylor, on the
other hand, gives the stamp of first-class practical knowledge.
It will be an excellent reference book, and subjects such as the crushed syndrome, immersion
foot, amputation, etc., are well done, though wvhether physiotherapy, non-pulmonary tuberculosis,
etc., are worth including is doubtful. Many feel that the intimate problems of improvisation and
organisation of front-line surgery by the men who actually did the work would be more valuable
than the appraisal of their work by men who only know the subject second or third hand. Perhaps
those who went through the campaign are too critical, and for posterity and for reference and
for future organisation the book in this form may be more valuable. It is a well-produced book,
and should be in every surgeon's library for ready reference. I. F.
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